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For the second 

year, Premier Or-

thopedics & 

Sports Medicine 

sponsored the Mu-

sic City Star to 

transport runners 

to and 

from 

the St. 

Jude 

Nash-

ville 

Rock 

N Roll 

mara-

thon. 

All 

pro-

ceeds from the 

$12- per-rider 

ticket sales bene-

fited St. Jude Chil-

dren’s Research 

Hospital. Premier 

Orthopedics pre-

sented St. Jude 

Children’s Re-

search Hospital 

with a check for 

this year’s dona-

tion totaling 

$2,369.68. 

We are so fortu-

nate to have a 

good working re-

lationship between 

the County, RTA, 

St. Jude and Prem-

ier Orthopedics. 

The spon-

soring of 

the train 

and the 

train tick-

et sales 

from the marathon 

made it possible 

for this donation 

to be made with-

out the use of 

county taxpayer 

dollars. So many 

children will bene-

fit from this dona-

tion and 

I truly 

appreci-

ate 

Prem-

ier’s 

commit-

ment 

and 

gener-

osity to 

this 

cause. I’d also like 

to thank everyone 

that rode the train 

that day. Your 

donation is appre-

ciated. 
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Nashville-based real estate 

investment and property 

management firm, Freeman 

Webb, announces the 

launch of a substantial re-

habilitation project for 

Lebanon’s 130-unit afford-

able housing community 

Greentree Pointe, located at 

1640 W. Main Street. 

Designated as an 

affordable hous-

ing property since 

its initial con-

struction in 1997, 

Greentree Pointe 

is home to ap-

proximately 350 

residents, com-

prised primarily 

of Lebanon’s 

thriving young 

families and 

workforce em-

ployees.  Based 

on the original 

deed restrictions 

that required the 

property to oper-

ate as affordable 

housing through 

2027 and complex state 

property tax laws, the abil-

ity to rehab the aging prop-

erty has been an arduous 

process that has involved 

input and support at the 

local, state and federal lev-

el.  

Though the property was 

awarded federal tax credits 

in 2015 for more than $2.5 

million in rehabilitation, 

state tax laws almost pre-

vented the rehabilitation 

from taking place.  Thanks 

to a bill passed by Gover-

nor Haslam and state legis-

lators allowing communi-

ties to create affordable 

housing PILOT (“Payment 

In Lieu Of Taxes”) pro-

grams, as well as the vision 

of the city of Lebanon and 

Wilson County leaders, the 

property will receive the 

full $2.5 million invest-

ment. 

"This project will make a 

positive impact on not only 

the residents of Greentree 

Pointe, but also on the area 

neighbors,” commented 

Lebanon Mayor Philip 

Craighead.  “Any time ren-

ovation is achieved on ne-

glected properties, it be-

comes a positive for the 

neighborhood." 

The city of Lebanon and 

Wilson County will both 

benefit from the improved 

property and from the over-

all benefits it will bring to 

this community. The $2.5 

million investment will 

include new roofing, new 

siding, new landscaping, 

new asphalt paving and 

new interior repairs and 

upgrades. New playground 

equipment and a new pri-

vacy fence will also be in-

cluded in the renovation, 

among many others.  

“The most beneficial as-

pect of this project is that 

our residents will have a 

more livable environment 

close to shopping, dining, 

schools and other amenities 

that continue to make Wil-

son County the place to 

be,” stated Wilson County 

Mayor Randall Hutto.  

Greentree Pointe was 

awarded tax credits by the 

Tennessee Housing Devel-

opment Agency in 2015 via 

a competitive process that 

assesses the qualifications 

of the owner, developer, 

community needs and reha-

bilitation plans.  The prop-

erty was one of only a 

handful of existing facili-

ties in Tennessee that were 

awarded credits for renova-

tion purposes. Freeman 

Webb will spearhead the 

rehabilitation and will also 

act as the property manager 

for the new owner. 

“We are happy to help 

facilitate the improve-

ments to Greentree 

Pointe,” stated Freeman 

Webb, Inc. Co-Founder 

Bill Freeman. “We are 

honored to leverage our 

experience with property 

renovations and manage-

ment to improve the lives 

and homes of Greentree 

Pointe’s residents and the 

community at large.” 

Due to a complication in 

Tennessee’s property tax 

laws that is not present in 

other states, local proper-

ty tax assessors have the 

legal right to tax the fed-

eral credits, which ne-

gates the very purpose of 

funds designated for the 

renovation.  Our state lead-

ers have seen the problems 

with the flawed tax codes 

and the unintended conse-

quences on projects such as 

these. As a result, they 

passed legislation allowing 

local communities to create 

PILOT structures for af-

fordable housing as a meth-

od for bypassing the tax 

laws.  

(Continued on Page 3) 

 

Rehabilitation Project  Breaks Ground 
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The legislation regulating 

the PILOT structure re-

quires that the property be 

titled in the local housing 

authority’s name.  Though 

the Lebanon Housing Au-

thority will have legal title 

to the property, they will 

not be involved in the oper-

ations of the property, the 

rehabilitation or have any 

true ownership rights to the 

property.  

“The leaders of Lebanon 

and Wilson County have 

been very dili-

gent in their 

analysis of the 

PILOT,” stated 

Matt Olson, 

Vice President 

of Acquisitions 

for Freeman 

Webb Invest-

ments. “The 

PILOT struc-

ture was first 

reviewed and 

approved by 

the Wilson 

County Budget 

& Finance 

Committee and 

then by the 

Wilson County Commis-

sioners.  After full approval 

at the county level, the 

Lebanon City Council held 

a public working session to 

better understand the need, 

structure and benefit of the 

PILOT.  The working ses-

sion was then followed by 

two public readings for the 

PILOT.  The PILOT was 

also reviewed and ap-

proved by the Lebanon 

Special School District and 

the board of the Lebanon 

Housing Authority.  This 

has truly been a community 

effort and the local leaders 

have been very focused on 

the significant benefit that 

this rehabilitation will have 

for the community.”  

Without the PILOT, Green-

tree Pointe’s renovations 

would not be possible. The 

property would continue to 

operate as low-income 

housing for another 11 

years, but it would further 

deteriorate without the nec-

essary repairs. "I applaud 

Governor Haslam and the 

legislators for supporting 

this legislation to help cit-

ies like Lebanon address 

issues which have arisen 

over time, due to the lack 

of funds to maintain prop-

erties at a high standard,” 

stated Mayor Craighead.  

The most beneficial aspects 

of this program for Leba-

non and Wilson County 

will be the property im-

provements, but they will 

also benefit from increased 

payments under the PI-

LOT.  State law requires 

that the PILOT structure 

ensure that property taxes 

to the cooperating cities 

and counties not be re-

duced as a result of the pro-

gram, so both the city of 

Lebanon and Wilson Coun-

ty will benefit directly from 

this project. They will not 

see a reduction in property 

tax flow, nor will financial 

support of this program be 

required from the city or 

county government.  In-

stead, the complete costs of 

renovations will be covered 

by the federal tax credits.  

“Because of this new pro-

gram, the City of Lebanon 

and Wilson County have 

been able to work together 

to prevent the continued 

decline in property values 

of this development,” com-

mented Mayor Craighead. 

“This also insures that this 

development doesn't have 

an adverse effect on neigh-

boring subdivisions. “ 

The Greentree Pointe reno-

vation project is an excel-

lent example of city and 

county governments work-

ing in partnership with the 

state and federal govern-

ment to apply resources to 

address a specific, local 

problem. It is a practical 

solution that will not cost 

the city or county but will 

provide significant im-

provements in the living 

conditions of its residents 

and to the community and 

surrounding properties.  

“The city and county have 

always worked well togeth-

er,” stated Mayor Hutto, 

“and this project is no dif-

ferent. Both entities will 

benefit from the tax reve-

nue that will be wrought as 

a result of this venture. 

Federal funds ensure that 

neither the county nor city 

will need to 

contribute 

funds to this 

project, so that, 

in itself, makes 

this project a 

win for every-

one involved.” 

Renovations 

are scheduled 

to begin 

promptly, with 

an anticipated 

completion 

date of Decem-

ber 2017. “I 

thank Gover-

nor Haslam 

and our legis-

lators for their vision and 

thanks to Freeman Webb 

for taking up this chal-

lenge," stated Mayor 

Craighead. 

 “This is an awesome ad-

vantage for our citizens,” 

reiterated Mayor Hutto. 

“This project does many 

great things, but most im-

portantly it enhances the 

quality of life, which 

makes us all proud.” 



The Wilson County Fair 

Board selected “We 

Want YOU at the 2016 

Wilson County Fair” as 

the theme of this year’s 

fair, which will open on 

Friday, 

Aug. 19, at 

5 p.m. and 

run 

through 

Saturday, 

Aug. 27. 

Wilson 

County 

Fair Board 

President 

Hale Moss 

said the 

play on the 

old “I 

Want You 

for the 

U.S. Ar-

my” poster 

was select-

ed as a nod 

to this 

year’s 

election 

season. 

“We were brainstorming 

about something that was 

all inclusive,” said Moss. 

“It’s also an election 

year, and we wanted to 

do something that had a 

patriotic overtone to it 

and encourage people to 

be patriotic and proud of 

our country and all of the 

things we enjoy.” 

The original “I Want 

You for the U.S. Army” 

poster was the most fa-

mous of 46 designs the 

late artist James Mont-

gomery Flagg did for the 

government during 

World War I. The por-

trait of Uncle Sam was 

originally published as 

the cover of the July 6, 

1916, issue of “Leslie’s 

Weekly,” with the title 

“What Are You Doing 

for Preparedness?” 

As the United States en-

tered World War I in 

1917 and 1918, over four 

million copies were 

printed.Because of its 

overwhelming populari-

ty, the image was later 

adapted for use in World 

War II. 

Presented by Your Mid-

dle Tennessee Ford Deal-

ers, the cover of the 2016 

Wilson County Fair 

Book, which will be out 

in mid-July, pays hom-

age to the fair’s roots in 

agriculture, as well as to 

great entertainment and 

rides. 

Moss said fair organizers 

are planning for 2016 to 

be a great Fair. Even 

with the all of the Expo 

Center construction, 

which we’re all very 

proud of. We look for-

ward to the addition of 

the Expo Center in 2017. 

There are lots of plans 

being made to make 

coming to the Fair as 

convenient 

as possible 

and we ask 

everyone to 

work with 

us. We want 

everyone to 

know we 

appreciate 

their pa-

tience as we 

work on the 

egress and 

ingress for 

parking. 

“We want 

YOU at the 

2016 Wilson 

County Fair, 

along with 

your family 

and friends,” 

he contin-

ued. “We’re 

working hard to make the 

largest fair in the state of 

Tennessee the best one 

ever, and we hope you’ll 

join us.” 

For more information 

about the fair, vis-

it www.wilsoncountyfair.

net. 

Wilson County Fair Board Selects Theme for 2016 

http://www.wilsoncountyfair.net/
http://www.wilsoncountyfair.net/


You can eat them, natu-

rally, but you can also 

spit their seeds, roll 

them, and make pickles, 

ice cream and wine from 

them, What are we talk-

ing about? The water-

melon! 

Each year, the Wil-

son County Fair se-

lects an agriculture 

commodity to high-

light. In 2015, Wil-

son County Fair 

Board President Hale 

Moss said the selec-

tion of the commodi-

ty was suggested by 

the Youth Fair 

Board, “Year of the 

Watermelon” for 

2016. 

“They thought it would 

be fun because there’s so 

many activities that 

young people can enjoy 

around the watermelon,” 

Moss explained. “We’re 

planning to have contests 

for watermelon eating, 

seed-spitting, watermel-

on carving, decorating 

and rolling, where fair 

goers can participate by 

seeing who can roll a wa-

termelon the fastest over 

a 10-yard stretch. Please 

visit the Fair web-

site, www.wilsoncountyf

air.net for more infor-

mation and to find out 

how to register for these 

fun activities. 

Additionally, Moss said 

there will be a watermel-

on pickle and ice cream 

competition, and 

“hopefully, someone will 

make some watermelon 

wine for the homemade 

wine contest or water-

melon preserves or wa-

termelon ice cream,” he 

said, in addition to a pos-

sible carving competi-

tion. 

While there aren’t many 

watermelon growers on a 

large scale in Tennessee, 

Moss said there are some 

here in Tennessee and 

very large producers in 

Georgia and Alabama. 

“We plan to get infor-

mation about the eco-

nomic impact these wa-

termelon farms have on 

their areas to share as 

well,” he added. 

The Wilson County Fair, 

presented by Your Mid-

dle Tennessee Ford Deal-

ers, runs from Friday, 

August 19, through Sat-

urday, August 27, at the 

James E. Ward Agricul-

ture Center in Lebanon. 

'Year of the Watermelon' at the Fair 

Congratulations to Kim Parks and Historic 

Lebanon for being awarded the Tennessee 

Historical Commission Certificate of  Merit 

Award 
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Mt. Juliet-Wilson County 

Harvey Freeman Memo-

rial Library held a ribbon 

cutting ceremony on July 

20, 2016. Mayor Hutto 

gave the opening re-

marks at the 

ceremony 

and thanked 

the individ-

uals and 

groups of 

people that 

help make 

the expan-

sion possi-

ble. The 

ceremony 

was held to 

celebrate the new $2.5 

million edition recently 

added to the facility. The 

library was 9,970 square 

feet before the expansion 

and now measures to 

more than 23,000 square 

feet. The edition includes 

a significantly larger 

children’s area, two 

meeting rooms, an inter-

net café, expanded read-

ing areas, a larger well 

contained genealogy 

room and an elevator. In 

addition, the remaining 

areas of the library that 

were not part of the ex-

pansion received paint 

and carpet. The library 

also now has a second 

entrance and added park-

ing.  All of these new 

amenities allow the li-

brary to provide 

individuals of all 

age’s resources to 

help them to 

learn and grow. 

With over 39,000 

cardholders, there 

is no doubt that 

the Mt. Juliet-

Wilson County 

Harvey Freeman 

Memorial Library 

will only contin-

ue to positively impact 

the community.  

Mt. Juliet Library Reopens Its Doors 



 

 
 

Lebanon’s Fiddlers Grove Celebrated Christmas in July 

Visitors to Fiddlers 

Grove “Stepped Back In 

Time” on July 15-17 and 

enjoyed a summertime 

treat as they visited local 

artisans who presented 

their 

hand-

crafted 

wares 

for sale.  

This is 

the 2nd 

year 

Fiddlers 

Grove 

has pre-

sented a 

craft 

event 

featuring artwork from 

local artisans.  They hope 

to develop this into a 

large event so that arti-

sans in this area can 

showcase their work.  

Gwen Scott, Fiddlers 

Grove Coordinator, said 

last year she had bor-

rowed the theme 

“Christmas in July” from 

other events happening 

in July.  It makes perfect 

sense to start shopping 

early and buy unique 

items you can’t find else-

where.   

This year the number of 

vendors had doubled 

over last year and she 

hopes it will double 

again next year.  The 

committee is already 

working on next year’s 

event.  Scott said she 

hopes people will not 

only come to see what 

the vendors have for sale, 

but support them while 

enjoying the beautiful 

scenery at Fiddlers 

Grove.  

Did you know there’s a 

grist mill, a cobbler’s 

shop, a model train ex-

hibit, and much, much 

more to see when you 

visit Fiddlers Grove?  

Fiddlers Grove is fast 

becoming a great place to 

network with other artists 

and learn from each oth-

er.  Several artisan 

groups meet each week 

to share their crafts or 

hobbies.  The black-

smiths meet on Tuesday 

and Thursday evenings, 

the woodcarvers meet on 

Tuesday evenings, and 

the model train club 

meets on 

certain 

Thursday 

nights.  

There’s a 

new group 

of fiber art-

ists that have 

organized 

and they 

learn about 

all stages of 

fiber art 

from each 

other.  If you are interest-

ed in Wilson County his-

tory, Fiddlers Grove is 

the place to visit and 

learn.  If you are interest-

ed in learning a craft or 

trade, why not join one 

of the groups and per-

haps you can be a vendor 

at next year’s Christmas 

in July. 



Finance Department Hosts Wellness Seminar 

 “Weight Loss for Life” 

On July 22, 2016 the 

Wilson County Finance 

Department held its first 

wellness seminar of the 

year. The seminar was a 

free event for all county 

employees and featured 

a presentation as well as 

a light lunch. The semi-

nar topic was entitled 

“Weight Loss for Life”. 

Cassie Brown from the 

Wilson County Employ-

ee Clinic gave a presen-

tation over making 

healthy food choices. 

She provided materials 

such as recipe cards fea-

turing healthy recipes, 

and a handout that cov-

ered making healthy 

food choices.  

In addition to lunch and 

the educational material 

presented, those in at-

tendance were also en-

tered for a chance to win 

a $100 Kroger gift card. 

CPL. Bates of the Wil-

son County Sheriff’s 

Department (pictured) 

won the $100 gift card. 

The finance department 

plans to provide county 

employees with more 

opportunities to take ad-

vantage of their health. 

In October, the depart-

ment plans to host their 

annual Health Fair. The 

department also plans to 

host additional wellness 

seminars in the future. 

Future topic possibilities 

include stress manage-

ment and tobacco cessa-

tion. If you missed the 

seminar, or have an in-

terest in learning more 

about “Weight Loss for 

Life”, Cassie Brown at 

the Wilson County Em-

ployee Clinic is availa-

ble for one-on-one con-

sulting. Cassie can be 

reached by calling the 

clinic at 615-453-5575. 


